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Subject Scripps/Briger project 2009-1720/ CPA0023

Eric-
After discussing this project more in depth with my co-workers and supervisor.  It appears as though we 
would like to see some sort of compensation for impacts to the indigo snake.  This is difficult to do at this 
point because there is no bank currently set up.  I have contacted a nonprofit organization that is currently 
helping us develop a decent survey protocol for future use.  Would the applicant be willing to donate and 
allow the folks with Project Orianne to do a "test" survey?  The survey protocol we are working on with 
them involves a dog and handler tracking the scent of indigo snakes.  They have had success up in 
Georgia, but the vegetation is extremely different, much more open.  We want to see how effective the 
dog team is in south Florida in the thick terrain.  The Scripps site would be perfect.  The team is coming 
down to south Florida to look at several public sites on the 16th and 17th.  Access on the 16th would be 
preferred.  The Corps, consultant (knows site best) and applicant would be welcomed to attend the "test" 
survey.  In the event an indigo snake is found, this will not change anything with the project.  There is a 
strong likelihood indigos are using the site, whether or not we can find them is irrelevant to the applicant, 
really only to our own science and research.  If a snake is found, I will have to do a biological opinion to 
cover the Corps for issuing the permit, but I will get it out quickly if the applicant agrees to help with this 
effort.  In fact, in the terms and conditions of the BO, I will say the applicant aided our research and 
therefore has compensated for impacts the best way possible.  If the applicant has any questions, please 
have them contact me.  Thanks!

If that isn't a suitable option for the applicant, they could set aside an onsite preserve for the snakes or 
find an on-site preserve to manage specifically for snakes.  Either way, we would like to work with the 
applicant to devise some sort of compensation for the potential indigo snake impacts.

Here's the link to the nonprofit currently conducting the indigo snake research.
http://projectorianne.org/ 
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